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This e-zine is a ‘wrap up’ of our eighteenth conference, New Englanders, Here, There, and 

Everywhere, held October 29-November 1 at the DoubleTree in Manchester, New Hampshire 

and a look ahead to our April 14-17 2027 conference in Portland, Maine. 

A HUGE Thank you to the more than 45 of you who answered our conference survey as first-

time attendees! We certainly hope you enjoyed the experience and will share your thoughts 

with others as our next event approaches. 

 

Wednesday was a busy day with 

special tracks, bus tours, workshops, 

and continuing preparations for 

registration and the exhibit hall. 

Thursday morning started off with 

two different training sessions before 

the plenary session at 10:00 a.m.  At 

that session, we did an official 

unveiling of the new Consortium 

Logo pictured here:

 



Thanks from the Conference Chairs:  

 Conference Chairs, Seema Kenney, Diane Laferriere, and Carol Bosworth 

would like to thank all the committee chairs, delegates, volunteers, vendors, and 

sponsoring companies we worked with for each of their parts in this event.  It was 

a pleasure to lead this group and to work with so many talented individuals and 

professionals all dedicated to one goal. 

 

NERGC 2025 According to WHOVA –  

We had a wonderful event. We far out-performed their average numbers for use 

of the app and engagement throughout the event. They counted 1,214 messages, 

91 photos and 3,460 profile views before and during the conference. Whova also 

tells us there were 11 meet-ups created, 33 business cards exchanged, and 1,893 

private messages. 

We send heartfelt thanks to the 44 of you who shared the registration link via 

Whova. 

 

Before we left on Saturday, Seema Kenney presented the Volunteer Award from 

NERGC for 2025 to Carol Bosworth, member and founder of Central Mass 

Genealogical Society. 

 

  

 



NERGC 2025 According to Attendees –  

Demographically, our group was predominantly in the 70-79 age range, two-thirds 

female, and almost equally split between Intermediate and Advanced 

researchers. Registration got good marks and the app for the phone and the 

attendees viewed computer favorably. Audio and Visual technology received the 

lowest marks, predominantly due to issues and the low screens. Preconference 

events were seen as a good value. Society Fair as well as the Library, Archives, and 

Museum Showcase, Special Interest Groups, and the Exhibit Hall received 

overwhelmingly positive reactions. Research Consultations were positively 

reviewed, although matching between problem and expertise is always a 

difficulty.  Most exciting for the planning team is that over 60% of those who 

answered our survey plan to attend NERGC 2027! 

 

What did you like most about NERGC 

2025?  

 The quality and enthusiasm of 
volunteers and staff  
 The joy of reuniting with old friends and 
making new ones 
 The value of in-person conversations 
with people who “get it” 
 A general feeling of community 
belonging  
 A sense of shared passion for genealogy 
 The diversity of topics, including DNA, 
AI, writing, methodology, and regional 
history 
 Strong speaker quality, with numerous 
mentions of specific presenters 
 90-minute sessions, perceived as 
allowing deeper learning 

What did you like least about NERGC 2025? 

  Too little or too much time between 
sessions  
 Early start times  
 Halloween conflict  
 Chairs too close together, 
uncomfortable for many  
 Screens too low, making slides hard to 
see  
 Crowded rooms  
 Sound bleed between adjacent rooms  
 Vendor hall smaller than expected  
 Not enough time to visit exhibit hall 
 Limited book/map sellers 
 Missing major genealogy brands 
 
We can work on many of the above for 
2027!

Overall, attendee comments indicate that they experienced the conference as a catalyst—a 

place for personal transformation, renewed research energy, and breakthroughs. 

 “I came home with lots of new ideas.”  
 “I finally have a system for my DNA matches.”  
 “I learned enough about AI to not be scared of it.”  
 “This was the kick I needed to get back to my research.”  

 
And it’s not really over… 



Queries from the NERGC 2025 Conference are now on our 

website 

Are you still looking to connect with cousins? Check out the Queries now on the 

website – www.nergc.org/queries.  Many who posted at the conference gave 

permission to publicize their quest on our website.  Over 25 queries for data on 

ancestors from this conference, as well as queries from two prior conferences are 

on the website.  Your cousin (distant as they may be), might be there looking for 

your assistance! 

 

Join us in Portland, Maine for NERGC 2027 

The nineteenth New England Regional Genealogical Conference – Genealogy in 

the age of AI: Innovation Meets Responsiblity – scheduled for Portland, Maine 

April 14-17, 2027 at the Holiday Inn by the Bay. Mark your Calendar! We 

anticipate another excellent conference with our featured speakers – Blaine 

Bettinger and Mark Thompson. Join us to learn more about exploring your New 

England area family history while using all the latest tools responsibly. 

 

Attention Genealogical and Historical Organizations 

Insure that your genealogical society, historical society, or library will be in on the 

ground floor as we plan for 2027. If your group is not currently a member of 

NERGC, consider becoming a Participating Society for 2027. We kick off our full 

work on the next conference at our December 13, 2025 meeting of delegates and 

board members. Please send an email to President@NERGC.org for an invitation 

to listen in on the meeting and receive a participation agreement for your group’s 

review. 

http://www.nergc.org/queries
mailto:President@NERGC.org

