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2026/2027 NERGC Board of Directors  
Office Holder Term 

Expires 

President Seema-Jayne Kenney June 2027 

Vice President Lorraine Roberts June 2028 

Treasurer Jennifer Smith June 2027 

Assistant Treasurer Diane Laferriere June 2028 

Secretary  June 2028 

Director Sandy Duffy June 2027 

Director Sara Campbell June 2028 

Director  Jonathan Stevens June 2029 
 

2027 Conference Committees 
Societies who participate in the organizing of a conference each complete a 

committee task, thus dividing the large job into smaller pieces.   
 

Committee/Position Responsible Organization 
ADA Requirements NERGC 
Ancestors Research Consultations NEAPG 
Conference Chairs Diane Laferriere, Jonathan Stevens, Jo Zurwell 
Evaluations  MSMD 
Exhibit Hall SSGS 
E-Zine  NERGC 
Hospitality  MGS 
Libraries/Archives/Museums  CCGS 
Meals  AFGS 
Newsletter  GSV 
On-Site Technology MGC 
Program  MSOG 
Publicity CSG 
Queries  NERGC 
Registration  CMGS 
Signage  CAS 
Society Fair  FCGSC 
Special Events NHSOG 
Special Interests  JGSGB 
Sponsorships  NERGC 
Streaming NERGC 
Syllabus  TIARA 
Volunteers  NERGC 
Webmaster ACGS 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
Artifcts, Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, BCG/Education Fund, Scarborough Historical Society, 

Maine Ulster Scots, My Heritage, and Family Tree DNA for sponsoring several of our speakers. 
 

Please contact any officer or participating society if your organization would like to participate in our 2029 event.   
We always welcome more hands to complete all the work! 
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JOIN US! 
The New England Regional 
Genealogical Consortium, Inc. 
(NERGC) invites you to join us at 
our nineteenth genealogical 
conference —  
Genealogy in the Age of AI: 
Innovation Meets Responsibility 
 

NERGC 2027 will bring together 
genealogists & family historians 
from a variety of backgrounds. 
Whether you are just beginning the 
search for your family, are already 
an advanced researcher, or a 
professional genealogist, the 
conference will provide you with an 
ideal opportunity to advance your 
knowledge and research skills. 
 

In addition to the wealth of 
knowledge shared by expert 
genealogists, there will be time to 
explore the exhibit hall and make 
new connections at the Society 
Fair, Special Interest Groups, and 
Ancestors Research Consultations 
— and plenty of opportunities to 
meet hundreds of other attendees 
who share your love for genealogy.  
 

Remember to register early as 
space is limited.  Many will want to 
explore the 75 sessions covering: 

• Artificial Intelligence 

• Family Treasures 

• Legality & Ethics 

• History 

• Military Research 

• Technology 

• DNA 

• Colonial Research 

• Social Context 

• Genealogy’s Future 

• And all of New England! 
As well as the sessions focusing 
on the following ethnic research: 

• Acadian 

• French-Canadian 

• Irish 

• Jewish 

• Ulster Scots 

OUR FEATURED 

SPEAKERS: 

 

Blaine Bettinger 

 
Well known as a DNA educator, 
Blaine Bettinger stays up to date 
with the latest tools for 
genealogical research and looks 
forward to sharing his 
knowledge with many of the 
NERGC 2027 attendees. 
 

Mark Thompson 

 
One of the better-known AI 
educators, Mark Thompson, has 
a great deal to share about these 
new tools and how they impact 
your genealogical research. 
Welcome him for his first visit to 
Maine during NERGC 2027! 

CONFERENCE E-ZINE 

Follow our E-zines to keep up to 
date on the planning and the 
excitement of this conference. 
They are sent periodically to all 
those on our mailing list. If you're 
not already receiving them and 
would like to do so, go to 
https://nergc.org/e-zines/ Back 
issues of the E-zine are also 
posted on the E-zine page of the 
website. 
 

HOTEL 

Holiday Inn by the Bay will 
be our host for the event.  They 
are located at 88 Spring Street in 
Portland, ME. Room rates range 
from $159 to $184 per night 
before taxes. Check-in is 3 p.m. 
and Check-out is 11 a.m. 
 

Discounted parking rates are 
$15 per vehicle per night for 
hotel guests and a day-rate in 
the external garage next to the 
hotel of $10 (cash only).  
Reservation deadline is March 
13, 2027. 
 

The room block at the Holiday 
Inn by the Bay is nearly full. 
You’re welcome to try there first, 
but if a room isn’t available, we 
have a block reserved at the 
Westin Portland Harborview 
(Marriott), located at 157 High 
Street, Portland, ME. Rates are 
$189 per night before taxes, and 
it’s just a 5-minute walk from the 
Holiday Inn. 
 

Click HERE for Hotel options 

and to make a reservation. 

 

CONFERENCE DETAILS 

Please check our website for 
descriptions of the presentations 
as well as biographies of the 
speakers. The direct link is: 
https://nergc.org/nergc-
program-2027/ 
  

https://nergc.org/e-zines/
https://nergc.org/hotel-2027/
https://nergc.org/nergc-program-2027/
https://nergc.org/nergc-program-2027/
https://nergc.org/nergc-program-2027/


NERGC 2027 – Genealogy in the Age of AI: Innovation Meets Responsibility 

 

      Page | 4                                                                                  2027 New England Regional Genealogical Conference 
 

EXHIBIT HALL 

Be sure to visit the Exhibit Hall, 
located in the Casco Bay Exhibit 
Hall; where our vendors will offer a 
variety of products and services to 
enhance your research. 
Browse through books, speak with 
DNA companies, and discover 
organizations and resources that 
will help with your research. 
The Exhibit Hall will be open each 
of the three conference days, 
giving you time to explore between 
sessions and during the ample 
unopposed time. The Exhibit Hall 
is also open to the public at no 
charge. For more information, visit 
the website - http://www.nergc.org. 
 
LIBRARIES, ARCHIVES, & 
MUSEUMS SHOWCASE  

NERGC welcomes libraries, 
archives, and museums to 
participate in our 2027 conference 
in Portland. Institutions are invited 
to share their special collections, 
community history resources, and 
membership opportunities with 
attendees.  
Interested organizations are 
encouraged to contact 
LAMShowcase@NERGC.org for 
more details and to reserve space. 
 
SOCIETY FAIR 

The Society Fair will be held 
Thursday, 6:00–7:30 p.m., offering 
a lively opportunity for societies to 
connect with researchers and 
highlight their work. For details on 
being a part of this event, email 
SocietyFair@NERGC.org. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY & 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

NERGC is committed to ensuring 
all attendees can fully participate 
in every aspect of the conference. 
We have a long-standing 
dedication to making our events 
welcoming and accessible to 
everyone. If you require 
accommodations to participate, 
please contact us at 

accessibility@nergc.org no later 
than January 15, 2027, so we 
have ample time to assist you. 
Dietary Needs – Menu items are 
labeled for your convenience: 
veg = Vegetarian, v= Vegan, and 
gf = Gluten Free. If your dietary 
requirements or food allergies 
are not addressed by the 
available meal options, please 
reach out to meals@nergc.org 
and we will be happy to work 
with you. 
Mobility Assistance – 
Attendees who require mobility 
assistance are encouraged to 
contact us in advance. We will 
collaborate with you and a local 
vendor to arrange the equipment 
you need. 
Communication Assistance – 
If you require communication 
assistance of any kind, please 
email accessibility@nergc.org 
and we will connect you with the 
appropriate support. 
We want every attendee to have 
a comfortable and enriching 
experience. Don’t hesitate to 
reach out – we’re here to help! 
 
SYLLABUS 

The syllabus compiles handouts 
from all Thursday–Saturday 
Conference sessions. Please 
note that workshop and pre-
conference event handouts are 
not included — those will be 
emailed to registered workshop 
& pre-conference participants 
approximately one week prior for 
you to print and bring with you. If 
you've registered for a 
workshop, be sure to check 
whether any additional materials 
are required. 
Conference registrants can 
access the syllabus in several 
ways:  
Free Download – About a week 
before the conference, you'll 
receive an email with a link to 
download the syllabus at no 
charge.  

Flash Drive – $20.00 – A flash 
drive containing the syllabus 
may be purchased and will be 
included in your registration 
packet. Deadline to order is 
March 1, 2027.   
Print-on-Demand Book – 
$30.00 – Order a printed copy 
directly through Lulu. You'll pay 
Lulu directly for the book, plus 

any applicable shipping and tax. 
A link will be emailed to you as 
soon as the book is available to 
order. Please allow up to three 
weeks for delivery.  
Pre-Ordered Printed Copy – 
$50.00 – Order a printed copy at 
the time of registration and pick 
it up on-site at the registration 
desk. If not picked up these will 
not be mailed. Deadline to order 
is March 1, 2027 
 

Remember: the syllabus is for 
attendee use and should not be 
shared with non-attendees, or 
uploaded to an open AI tool. 
 

**NEW FOR 2027** 

STREAMING OPTION 

We partnered with some of our 
speakers to offer their sessions 
both in-person and as a live 
stream for remote attendees 
during the three days of the 
conference. These pre-selected 
sessions will not be recorded. 
This is a virtual attendance 
option for audio and video of the 
pre-selected sessions only. At 
the end of each presentation, 
you'll have the opportunity to 
submit questions through a Q&A 
chat box. 
 

See page 14 for a full list of the 
streaming sessions. 
 

The Zoom links for the sessions 
you registered for will be emailed 
to you prior to the start of the 
conference. The full conference 
syllabus will be available to you 
either as the free download or 
the Print-on-Demand Book.  

http://www.nergc.org/
mailto:LAMShowcase@NERGC.org?subject=LAM%20Showcase%20at%20NERGC%202027
mailto:SocietyFair@NERGC.org
mailto:accessibility@nergc.org
mailto:meals@nergc.org
mailto:accessibility@nergc.org
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GENEALOGICAL QUERIES 

Queries are a beloved NERGC 
tradition, rooted in the joy of 
connecting with others and 
discovering new cousins. There 
are two ways to have your queries 
featured. The first is to submit 
them for inclusion in the Syllabus 
— just $10 for up to 4 lines of text. 
Visit NERGC.org to get started, the 
deadline for submissions to be 
included in the Syllabus is January 
1, 2027. 
The second option is to post your 
query on the Bulletin Board during 
the conference, where fellow 
attendees can browse and take 
notice. With your permission, all 
queries will also be posted on the 
NERGC website following the 
conference. 
The preferred format uses 
standard abbreviations and the 

date written as 27 July 1927. 
Show birth, death, marriage in 
that order, with event location 
shown before date and all known 
information stated before the 
question is asked. Remember to 
include your contact information! 
SAMPLE QUERY: JONES, 
Mehetable, b. Hartford CT abt 
1790, m. Middletown, CT 23 Mar 
1823 to BUSHNELL, John b. 
Hartford OR Wethersfield, CT c 
1785 Need bdt, par of John. 
Submitted by Janet Johnson 
<email>. 
 

ANCESTORS RESEARCH 

CONSULTATION 

Are you seeking expert guidance 
for your family history research? 
We are offering exclusive 
twenty-minute consultations 
Wednesday through Saturday 

with professional genealogists 
who can help reinvigorate your 
research journey. Whether 
you're just beginning and need 
direction, struggling to decipher 
historical documents, or facing a 
challenging research roadblock, 
our experts can provide fresh 
perspectives and strategic 
advice. These valuable one-on-
one sessions are available to 
registered conference 
attendees, with a limit of one 
consultation per person. 
Registration will be available 
one month prior to the 
conference; keep an eye on our 
E-zines for additional 
information about specialist 
expertise areas and updates 
about this opportunity to 
enhance your genealogical 
research skills. 
 

 
CONFERENCE POLICIES 

 

• Workshops – Registration minimum is 20.  If there are not 20 registered attendees by the Early-
Bird Deadline of January 15, 2027, the workshop may be cancelled. 

• Cancellation Policy - Cancellations received before 15 March 2027 will be subject to a $30.00 
processing fee. No refunds are available after 15 March 2027. 

• Bounced Check – any payment by check that does not clear will be assessed a fee of $40 to 
cover our bank’s fees. 

• Syllabus - A link to the electronic syllabus, which includes conference information as well as 
handouts for the general conference sessions, will be sent to all registrants approximately one 
week before the conference.  

• Terms and Conditions - Presentations and Syllabi are copyrighted. Photographing, taping, 
creating slide screenshots, and creating derivative works (including print forms) are forbidden 
without the author’s written permission. 

 

 
CONFERENCE COURTESIES REMINDER:  

• Please do not use any recording devices during the lectures.  

• Please do not block lecture room doorways, and do not hold conversations in doorways during 
sessions.  

• Please arrive before each lecture starts to be assured of a seat and to prevent distracting 
others.  

• Please silence all electronic devices during lecture sessions and events. 

• You agree not to allow any other person to participate in your place.  
 

 

https://nergc.org/queries-2027/
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Conference Dates to Remember 

1/15/2027 Early Bird Registration ends & ADA Assistance request deadline 

3/1/2027 Printed Syllabus Order deadline for pickup at the Conference 

3/10/2027 Last day for post marked mailed-in registrations 

3/13/2027 Holiday Inn Room Reservation deadline 

3/15/2027 Registration closes & Meal deadline 

4/7/2027 Start looking for Digital Syllabus and/or Zoom links in your email 

April 14-17 Conference in Portland, Maine! 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY - We're committed to delivering the engaging in-person educational and 

networking experience that attendees have valued at previous NERGC conferences. We recognize that 

individuals have varying approaches to addressing current health challenges. For those wi th peanut 

allergies, we will work with the venue to ensure appropriate food options and labeling. Additionally, we ask 

attendees to minimize the use of strong fragrances and perfumes out of consideration for those with 

sensitivities. Our team will maintain close communication with the venue and local officials to monitor any 

health considerations relevant to our area, and we will provide specific guidelines, as necessary. 

WEDNESDAY, 14 April 2027, Pre-Conference Activities: 
 

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PORTLAND AREA? 

Join us on a tour or two on Wednesday as part of the Pre-conference activities! 
 

Portland Hidden Histories Walking Tour 

10:00 am to noon approximately 1.5 miles     $45 per person Maximum of 20  

Both a fantastic historical overview of Portland, and an exploration into previously hidden stories, 

award-winning tour guide Dugan Murphy will delve into intriguing — and too often untold — stories 

of people from all backgrounds and identities. Get ready for an inclusive, empowering, and 

surprising constellation of tales shared by a trusted public historian on a walk-through downtown, 

the Old Port, and working waterfront.  
 

Open House at the Maine Irish Heritage Center  Free Entry 34 Gray Street Portland 
 Join us from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, for an open house at the Maine Irish Heritage Center! 

Explore our historic building on a guided tour, browse our genealogy resources and library, and 

take a peek at our digital research station. Meet with our team of experienced genealogists to 

ask questions about the work they do here at the Center and learn how to schedule a future 

research appointment to continue your journey. Just about a 10-minute walk from the Hotel. 
 

Tour of the Wadsworth-Longfellow House 

1:30 to 2:30 pm one-hour private tour         $10 per person Maximum 12 people 

Maine Historical Society 489 Congress Street Portland 

Within its walls lived four generations of one remarkable family that made significant contributions 

to the political, literary, and cultural life of New England and the United States.  Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow (1807-1882), grew up in the house and went on to become one of the most famous 

men of his time. Virtually all of the household items and artifacts are original to the Wadsworth and 

Longfellow families. 
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WEDNESDAY, 14 April 2027  Pre-Conference Activities: 
On-site check-in for these pre-conference activities is from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

 Becoming a Professional 
Genealogist 
All at the Intermediate Level 

AI Workshops Portland Tours 

M
o

rn
in

g
 

8:45 – 9:45 
 

From Passion to Profession: 
Launching a Genealogy Career 
Angela J. Harris, CG, PLCGS 
 
10:00-11:00 
 

Using Proof Arguments and 
Context in a Kinship 
Determination Project 
Lana Leggett-Kealey, Ph.D., 
CG 

9:00 – 11:00     Intermediate  
 

LLM Prompt Mastery for 
Genealogists                                             
 

Robert Cameron Weir 
 

Required: For best workshop 
experience, please bring a 
laptop or iPad with access to a 
ChatGPT Plus or Claude Pro 
paid plan. Alternatively, sign up 
for both ChatGPT and Claude 
free plans. 

10:00- 12:00 
 

Portland Hidden Histories 
Walking Tour 
 
 
 
Open House at the Maine 
Irish Heritage Center 

L
u

n
c
h

e
o

n
 

(a
d

d
e

d
 $

) The Maine Buffet –  
Maine Blueberry Salad (gf)(veg); Seafood Chowder, Haddock with Newburgh Sauce (gf), Brown 
Sugar & Maple Marinated Sirloin Steak Tips (gf), Creamy Cheddar Mac & Cheese (veg), Baby Red 
Potatoes with Butter and Parsley (veg)(gf), Chef’s Choice of Vegetable, Maine Blueberry Cake (veg) 

A
ft

e
rn

o
o

n
 

1:15 to 2:15 
 

Pricing Strategies for 
Professional Genealogy 
Services 
Rhonda Lauritzen 
 
2:30 to 3:30 
 

Becoming a Credentialed 
Genealogist: My Journey 
Eva Holmes, CG, AG 

1:30 to 3:30               Novice 
 

Gemini Notebook (formerly 
Notebook LM) for 
Genealogists: Organizing 
Research with AI           
 

Linda Debe 
 

Required: Bring a laptop or 
iPad, with access to several 
PDFs you’d like to research 

12:00 -2:00 
 

Open House at the Maine 
Irish Heritage Center 
 
 
1:30-2:30 
 

Tour of the Wadsworth-
Longfellow House  
 
 

 

Conference Registration will be open from 3:00 until 6:00 p.m. 

5:00-6:00 p.m. 
(additional cost) 

Panel Discussion - Innovation Meets Responsibility: A discussion 
on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Ethics with  
Blaine Bettinger & Mark Thompson  

6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Dinner Buffet 

(additional cost) 

Maine BBQ Buffet – Garden Salad, Beef Brisket with Blueberry 
Barbecue Sauce, BBQ Oyster Mushrooms (v) (gf), Cheddar Mac & 
Cheese (veg), New England Baked Beans (v) (gf), Coleslaw, Roasted 
Seasonal Vegetables, Corn Bread (veg) 

 

Wednesday workshop and session handouts will be emailed to registrants; you are requested to bring 

your own as printed copies will not be supplied. Each workshop has its own requirements, see listing for 

details and come prepared.  
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THURSDAY, 15 April 2027 
 

Arriving or waking early on Thursday? Join one of the morning workshops and start your 
Genealogical Research Journey.  Both workshops will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 
require additional payment above the conference registration fee. 
Note: Conference Workshop handouts will be emailed to registrants; you are requested to bring your own as printed 

copies will not be supplied. Each workshop has its own requirements, see listing for details and come prepared. 
 

Supercharge Your Genealogy Research Using AI with Claire Smith (Intermediate) 

Using free AI tools like Claude, ChatGPT, and Gemini, genealogists can dramatically 
improve their research. This talk covers how to interrogate single and multiple 
documents, spot contradictions, build timelines, summarize findings, and create 
targeted research plans. Learn practical prompts for finding sources and breaking 
through brick walls, with clear guidance on AI's limitations and how to verify everything 
it tells you. (Workshop 101)  Required: Please bring a laptop and a problem you’d like to 
work on. 

Defined by the Land: Navigating Metes and Bounds in Land Platting with Linda Debe (Novice) 
This workshop introduces genealogists to the Metes and Bounds land description 
system, commonly used in non-Federal Land States. Participants will learn the 
terminology, tools, and techniques needed to understand and plot land deeds 
accurately. 
This foundational knowledge will enable attendees to reproduce historical land plats, 
visualize property boundaries, and correlate land descriptions with current or historical 
maps. The session includes practical exercises to reinforce the material.   
(Workshop 102)  Required: Please bring a laptop or iPad as well as pencil, graph paper, 
ruler, and half circle protractor. 
 

The full conference kicks off at 10:15 a.m. on Thursday morning with a greeting from the 
planning committee followed by a presentation from Dennis J. Curran (Ret.) – Former 
Massachusetts Superior Court Judge: 
Lincoln: Life, Law & Leadership (Session 103) 

Where have all the great leaders gone?  
In today’s sharply polarized and ethically conflicted America, we can take comfort in looking 
at Abraham Lincoln, a man who left an enduring legacy of leadership and integrity. We will 
examine how, as a politician, Lincoln mastered the art of communication and compromise; 
and as a leader, envisioned a goal and attained it by tempering responsibility and 
determination with compassion, hope, and a moral compass. At moments of great challenge, 
Lincoln was able to summon his “better angels” to enlarge the opportunities and lives of 
others. The test of a true leader can be found in a man who continues to inspire a country 
long after his own voice has faded to the echoes of time. This is Lincoln. 

 

Thursday’s luncheon (12:00 to 2:00 p.m.) is sponsored by Massachusetts Genealogical Council 
and features a presentation by David Allen Lambert on Commemorating 400 Years of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony. (Session 104) Meal purchase required to attend! 

This luncheon talk will explore Great Migration ancestors who settled in Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. It will discuss records and resources for immigrants to the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
and explore the scholarship of the late genealogist, Robert Charles Anderson, F.A.S.G.  
 

Lunch is a plated meal with Bistro Salad, a choice of Maple Glazed Pork Loin or Eggplant 
Parmesan Rollatini (gf & veg) both with chef’s choice of starch, vegetable, & dessert.  
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Afternoon Sessions THURSDAY, 15 April 2027 
Registration Open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Exhibit Hall Open from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Track 2:00 – 3:15 3:30 – 4:45 

Artificial 

Intelligence 

110                                                        N 
Introduction to AI for Genealogists 
 
Mark Thompson 

111                                                            G 
Writing Family Stories in an AI World 
 
Annette Burke Lyttle, CG 

Family 
Treasures 

112                                                         I 
From Artifacts to Irish Ancestors: Stories 
Revealed 
Susan O’Connor  
TIARA 

113                                                            G 
Exciting Your Family About Their Ancestors 
 
Susan O’Connor 

History 

114                                                        A 
Vessels, Duties, and Sovereignty: 
Customs Service in the Republic 
 
Michael L. Strauss, MA, AG, AGL 

115                                                             A 
The Amistad Trials: What Price Freedom? 
 
Dennis J. Curran (Ret.), Former 
Massachusetts Superior Court Judge 

Legality & 
Ethics 

116                                                           A 
USA Immigration: Laws and Records  
1790 - 1930 
Pam Ricciardi Paschke 

117                                                              I 
Ethical Issues Associated with 
Generative Artificial Intelligence 
Blaine Bettinger 

Technology 

118                                                        G 
Preserving Your Family Story: Why Photo 
Archives & Narratives are Genealogical 
Gold 
Heather Nickerson & Jacqui O’Shea 
Artifcts 

119                                                             A 
Forensic Genealogy: Law & Order Meets 
Family History 
 
Michael Brophy 

Potpourri 

120                                                        G 
Using American Fraternal Organizations’ 
Records in Genealogical Research 
 
Jeffrey Croteau 
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library 

121                                                            G 
Swept Away: The Families of Boston’s 
Molasses Flood 
 
Angela J. Harris, CG, PLCGS 

Validity 

122                                                        G 
Smarter Research: What’s Already Been 
Done and How Good Is It? 
 
Scott Andrew Bartley, FASG 

123                                                               G 
Behind the Numbers: Who Took the U.S. 
Census and Why It Matters 
 
Seema Kenney 

BE SURE TO VISIT THE SOCIETY FAIR AFTER THE SESSIONS  6:00-7:30 P.M. 
 

Speakers assigned the audience level they associate with their presentation. You’ll 

find these in the upper right corner of the boxes in the schedule section of this 

brochure. We defined the levels as: 
 

(N) Novice – Someone new to this topic, ethnicity, or record type 

(I)  Intermediate – Someone with some experience in this topic, ethnicity, or record type 

(A) Advanced – Someone with general experience in this topic, ethnicity, or record type 

(E)  Experienced – Someone with widespread experience in this topic, ethnicity, or record 

type 

(G)  General Interest –Informational and not related to research experience  
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Morning Sessions FRIDAY, 16 April 2027 
Registration Open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Exhibit Hall Open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Track 8:00–9:15 9:30–10:45 11:00–12:15 12:30-2:30 

Military 

201                     N 
Acadians in the 
American 
Revolution 
 
 
Melanie McComb 
NEHGS 

202                    A 
That Splendid Little 
War: American’s 
Imperial Moment, 
1898-1902 
 

Michael L. Strauss, 
MA, AG, AGL 

203                     I 
Before the 
Revolution: 
Researching 
Colonial War 
Ancestors 
Sarah Day, AG 
MSMD  

225   Luncheon 
Sponsored by 

Connecticut Society of 
Genealogists 

 
The Caleb Cushing 

Affair: Civil War 
Comes to Portland 

 

Michael L. Strauss, 
MA, AG, AGL 

 
Plated Meal with 
Garden Greens 
Salad, choice of 

Baked Herb Coated 
Statler Chicken 

Breast (gf), or Vegan 
Lasagna in a Cast 
Iron Skillet (v) both 
accompanied by 
Chef’s choice of 

starch, vegetable, 
and dessert 

 
Meal purchase 

required to attend. 

Artificial 
Intelligence 

204                    G 
Mapping 
Ancestral Lives 
with AI Support 
Annette Burke 
Lyttle, CG 

205                        I 
AI Enhanced 
Genealogy 
Research 
 
Mark Thompson 

206                    G 
Smart Starts: AI 
for Genealogists 
 
Edward J. 
Swierczewski Jr. 

The 
Neighborhood 

207                      I 
Online 
Newspapers: How 
Your Family 
Stories Went Viral 
 
Janeen Bjork 

208                      N 
Discover the 
History of Your New 
England House 
 
Marian Pierre-Louis 

209                    G 
Neighborhood 
Research: Putting 
Ancestors in 
Context 
Annette Burke 
Lyttle, CG 

Resources 

210                      I 
Tax Records in 
Genealogy Can 
Be a Good Thing! 
Carol Prescott 
McCoy, Ph.D. 
Scarborough 
Historical Society 

211                        I 
Using Land 
Records to Solve 
Genealogical 
Problems 
 
Jonathan Stevens 

212                     I 
Exploring Non-
Population & 
Special U.S. 
Census 
Schedules 
Seema Kenney 
SSGS 

Technology 

213                    N 
Stop Searching 
Twice: The Power 
of Research Logs 
Michelle Tucker 
Chubenko, AG, 
AGL 

214                        I 
Building Better 
Genealogical 
Timelines with AI 
 
Lori Samuelson 

215                    G 
Digital Photo 
Organizing for 
Genealogists: 
Metadata and 
More 
Maureen Taylor 

 
Another option: 

 
Our Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs) are 
moving to the mid-

day time slots. 
 

SIGs will be offered 
at 12:30 and at 1:30. 

 
Please watch the 

website and e-Zine 
for more details. 

Health & DNA 

216                     I 
In Sickness and in 
Health 
Laura C. Hobbs 
Godfrey Library  

217                      G 
Family Finding Best 
Practices: DNA’s 
Power in Adoption 
Janeen Bjork 
CAS 

218                     I 
Understanding 
DNA-Based 
Traits 
Blaine Bettinger  

New England 

219                    G 
Old Shoalers: 
Resources for the 
Isles of Shoals 
 
Sam Collins 
NHSOG 

220                        I 
Seven Strategies 
for Rhode Island 
Research 
 
Diane M. Boumenot 

221                     I 
Following the Tide 
– Migration 
Between Atlantic 
Canada and New 
England 
Claire Smith 
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Afternoon Sessions FRIDAY, 16 April 2027 
Registration Open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Exhibit Hall Open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

  

Track 2:30 – 3:45 4:00 – 5:00 6:00 

Military 

230                                   A 
Divided by Revolution: 
Loyalists and the Atlantic 
World 
 
Michael L. Strauss, MA, 
AG, AGL 

231                                     N 
Reconstructing WWI Army 
Service Records: 
Unravelling Ancestral Stories 
Through Unit Records 
 
Linda Debe 

243         Banquet 
 

Sponsored by 
Massachusetts Society of 

Genealogists 
 

25 Years As a 
Genetic Genealogist 

 
Blaine Bettinger 

 
 

Plated Meal with Garden 

Greens Salad, a choice 

of Statler Chicken Breast 

with lemon herb butter 

(gf), or Stuffed Seasonal 

Squash with Canadian 

Black Rice (v), 

both served with Chef’s 

choice of starch, 

vegetable, and dessert. 

 

Meal purchase required 

to attend. 

 

 
 

Artificial 
Intelligence 

232                                    I 
Practical AI: Time-Saving 
Solutions for Genealogists 
Jennifer Zinck, CG, AG, 
AGL 
NEAPG 

233                                      I 
The Power of the Prompt  
 
Mark Thompson 

The Neighborhood 

234                                   I 
Mining Information from 
City Directories Using AI 
 
Susan O’Connor 

235                                     G 
Portland’s Jewish History: 
Marrying Genealogy And 
Social History 
Riva Krut 
JGSGB 

Resources 

236                                    I 
Understanding Probate 
Records 
 
Pamela Cote Green, J.D. 

237                                     G 
Truth and Myths of 
Genealogy in the TV Series 
 
Daniel Horowitz 
MyHeritage 

Technology 

238                                    I 
Finding Family: African 
American Genealogy in 
New England 
 
Sara Day, AG 

239                                     G 
Using FamilySearch AI 
Effectively 
 
Scott Andrew Bartley, FASG 
GSV 

Traditions New & 
Old 

240                                    I 
Dirt, Deeds, & DNA: An 
Overview of Forensic 
Genealogy 
 
Angela J. Harris, CG, 
PLCGS 

241                                     A 
Warning Out! Unwanted in 
Colonial New England 
 
Bonnie Wade Mucia, AG, 
AGL 

DNA Workshop  
(additional cost) 

242                                                                                     E 
From DNA Match to Tree: Genetic Networks 
 

Kelli Jo Bergheimer - This workshop will end at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Required: please bring a laptop or iPad to this workshop. 
 

NOTE: Workshop handout will be emailed to registrants; you 
are requested to bring your own as printed copies will not be 
supplied.  



NERGC 2027 – Genealogy in the Age of AI: Innovation Meets Responsibility 

 

      Page | 12                                                                                  2027 New England Regional Genealogical Conference 
 

Morning Sessions SATURDAY, 17 April 2027 
Registration Open from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 Exhibit Hall Open from 8:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

  

Track 9:00 – 10:00 10:30 – 11:30 12:00-2:00 

Artificial 
Intelligence 

301                                  G 
From Archives to 
Audiences: Engaging Your 
Family through AI 
Generated Videos 
Bill Duke 
CMGS 

302                                   N 
AI-Enhanced Writing for 
Genealogists 
 
Mark Thompson 

315        Luncheon 
Sponsored by Maine 
Genealogical Society 

 

Enriching Genealogy with 
Memorabilia and Pictures 

 

Carol Prescott McCoy, 
Ph.D. 

 

Plated Meal with Bistro 
Salad, choice of Statler 

chicken Breast with 
Mushroom Cream Sauce (gf), 
Haddock Baked with Buttery 

Cracker Topping, both served 
with Chef’s choice of starch, 

vegetable, and dessert. 
 

Meal purchase required to 
attend. 

New England 

303                                  I 
Pilgrims, Puritans & 
Irishmen in Cyberspace: 
Massachusetts 
Genealogy 
 
Michael Brophy 
MGC 

304                                     I 
New England Witchcraft 
Outside of Salem in 1692 
 
David Allen Lambert 
NEHGS                 

DNA 

305                                N 
AncestryDNA’s 
Clustering 
 
Blaine Bettinger 

306                                       I 
Big Y- What LLMs can’t tell 
you 
 
Janine Cloud 
FTDNA 

Social 
Context 

307                                  G 
The Importance of Context 
 
Eva Holmes, CG, AG 
BCG Education Fund 

308                                     G 
Using Social History to Color 
Your Ancestors’ Stories 
 
Jenifer Kahn Bakkala 

 
 
 

Another option: 
 

Our Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) are moving to the 

mid-day time slots. 
 

SIGs will be offered at 12:00 
and at 1:00. 

 
Please watch the website 

and e-Zine for more details. 

Colonial 
New 
England 

309                                    I 
African American Migration 
Patterns in the Northeast 
Pre-1860 
Danielle Rose 
NEHGS 

310                                     N 
Finding Pomp Russell, 
Enslaved at Birth, 1761 
 
Judith C. Granger 
MGS 

Resources 

311                                  N 
Your Tree Begins Here: 
Learning Ancestry.com for 
Family History Research 
 
Seema Kenney 
MSOG 

312                                     N 
Manuscript Collections and 
How to Find Them 
 
Shellee A. Morehead, Ph.D. 

Maine 

313                                  I 
Ulster-Scots Along the 
Coast of Maine 
 
Julie A. Potter-Dunlop, 
Ph.D. 
Maine Ulster Scots 

314                                       I 
Using Store Ledgers to 
Reconstruct a Maine 
Community 
 
Bonnie Wade Mucia, AG, 
AGL 
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Afternoon Sessions SATURDAY, 17 April 2027 
Registration Open from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 Exhibit Hall Open from 8:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

 

 

CONFERENCE DETAILS 

Please check our website for descriptions of the presentations as well as biographies of the speakers.  
The direct link is: https://nergc.org/nergc-program-2027/  

Track 2:15 – 3:15 3:45 – 4:45 5:30 

Artificial 
Intelligence 

320                                             I  
Memories in the Digital Age: AI 
Transcription of Handwritten 
Diaries 
 
Blaine Bettinger 

321                                           I  
Old News, New Tricks: How AI 
Breathes Life into Newspaper 
Historic Headlines 
 
Daniel Horowitz 
MyHeritage 

335    Banquet: 
 

Sponsored by 
Essex Society of 

Genealogists 

 
AI: The Good, 
the Bad and 

the Ugly 
 

Mark 
Thompson 

 
 

Plated meal with 

Garden Greens 

Salad, choice of   

Maple Glazed 

Salmon (gf) or 

Eggplant Parmesan 

Rollatini (gf) (veg), 

both served with 

chef’s choice of 

starch, vegetable, 

and dessert. 

 
 

Meal purchase 
required to attend. 

New England 

322                                                I 
Finding and Using Connecticut 
Vital Records 
 
Jennifer Zinck, CG, AG, AGL 
CSG 

323                                              I 
Planning and Achieving a 
Successful Ancestral Home Visit 
 
Jeff Schiebe 
CCGS 

Canada 

324                                            N/I 
Using Research to Verify a Family 
Story: A French-Canadian Case 
Study 
 
David Vermette 
AFGS 

325                                              I 
Canadian Citizenship by Descent 
 
Michael J. Leclerc 

Irish 

326                                              N 
Irish in the American Revolution 
 
Melanie McComb 
NEHGS 

327                                              I  
Unusual Places to Find Irish 
Births and Naturalizations in 
American Records 
 
Debra M. Dudek 

Looking 
Ahead 

328                                              N 
Upside Down Genealogy, Finding 
Living Relatives 
 
Claire Smith 

329                                             G 
Gen Z is Coming: Is Genealogy 
Ready? 
 
Sarah Day, AG 

Resources 

330                                                I 
Latest AI Innovations from 
MyHeritage 
 
Daniel Horowitz 
MyHeritage 

331                                             N 
FamilySearch Tips and Tricks 
 
Craig Harman 
FCGSC 

Maine 

332                                   I 
Crossroads of Acadian and 
French-Canadian Maine 
 
Patrick Lacroix 
ACGS 

333                                             G 
Maine Through Maps 
 
Eva Holmes, CG, AG 
MGS 

https://nergc.org/nergc-program-2027/
https://nergc.org/nergc-program-2027/
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STREAMING SESSIONS: 

DAY TIME TOPIC / SPEAKER SESSION 

& LEVEL 

T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

 2:00 Introduction to AI for Genealogists 

Mark Thompson 

110 

N 

3:30 Ethical Issues Associated with Generative Artificial 

Intelligence 

Blaine Bettinger 

117 

N 

F
R

ID
A

Y
 

8:00 Acadians in the American Revolution 

Melanie McComb 

NEHGS 

201 

N 

9:30 AI Enhanced Genealogy Research 

Mark Thompson 

205 

I 

11:00 Following the Tide – Migration Between Atlantic 

Canada and New England 

Claire Smith 

221 

I 

2:30 Divided by Revolution: Loyalists and the Atlantic 

World 

Michael L. Strauss, MA, AG, AGL 

230 

A 

4:00 Warning Out! Unwanted In Colonial New England 

Bonnie Wade Mucia, AG, AGL  

241 

G 

S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y
 

9:00 AncestryDNA’s Clustering 

Blaine Bettinger 

305 

N 

10:30 Manuscript Collections and How to Find Them 

Shellee A. Morehead, Ph.D. 

312 

N 

2:15 Irish in the American Revolution 

Melanie McComb 

NEHGS 

326 

N 

3:45 Gen Z is Coming: Is Genealogy Ready? 

Sarah Day, AG 

329 

A 
 

Speakers assigned the audience level they associate with their presentation. You’ll 

find these in the level column in the above table. We defined the levels as: 
 

(N) Novice – Someone new to this topic, ethnicity, or record type 

(I)  Intermediate – Someone with some experience in this topic, ethnicity, or record type 

(A) Advanced – Someone with general experience in this topic, ethnicity, or record type 

(E)  Experienced – Someone with widespread experience in this topic, ethnicity, or record 

type 

(G)  General Interest –Informational and not related to research experience  
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APRIL 14-17, 2027 - REGISTRATION FORM & CONFERENCE FEES 
Please print or type in black ink. Use a separate form for each person. This form may be duplicated.  

Please print your name as you would like it to appear on your badge: 

 
FIRST NAME (PRINT) 

 
MIDDLE/MAIDEN 

LAST POST NOMINALS 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS 

Do you require any accommodation to participate? If so, please 
email accessibility@nergc.org by January 15, 2027. 

 

Registration Choices 
(In-Person Only) 

Before  
Jan 15 

Jan 15-
Mar 15  

Cost 

Full Registration (3 days) $200 $250  

Two-Day Registration $150 $200  

  Thursday         Friday        Saturday 

Single Day Registration $100 $150  

  Thursday         Friday        Saturday 

 

 

Wednesday Pre-Conference - In Person only 
(These do NOT require conference registration) 

Price Cost 

Lectures:   
Becoming a Professional Genealogist – A.M.  $40  
Becoming a Professional Genealogist – P.M.  $40  
Workshops:    
LLM Prompt Mastery for Genealogists $40  
Gemini Notebook for Genealogists $40  
Featured Speakers Panel Discussion:   
AI and Ethics $25  

Other Wednesday Activities:   
Morning Walking Tour of Portland (max 20) $45  
Afternoon Tour of Longfellow House (max 12) $10  

 
Syllabus – Print on demand option via Lulu.com  

(See page 4 for more details) 

 
To help us in planning, please indicate the lectures you plan to 
attend, see prior pages for corresponding lecture numbers. 
However, please note that your interest in specific lectures 
neither obligates you to attend nor guarantees you a seat.  

Circle one number per row, as each is a time slot: 
Thursday – April 15 

110 112 114 116 118 120 122 

111 113 115 117 119 121 123 

Friday – April 16 

201 204 207 210 213 216 219 

202 205 208 211 214 217 220 

203 206 209 212 215 218 221 

230 232 234 236 238 240  

231 233 235 237 239 241  

Saturday – April 17 

301 303 305 307 309 311 313 

302 304 306 308 310 312 314 

320 322 324 326 328 330 332 

321 323 325 327 329 331 333 
 

Meal Choices  - Order By March 15, 2027 Cost 

Wednesday Lunch Buffet 
The Maine Buffet (gf, veg) $54  

Wednesday Dinner Buffet 
Maine BBQ Buffet (v, gf, veg) $69  

Thursday Luncheon (#104 - Lambert) 
Maple Glazed Pork Loin $57  

Eggplant Parmesan Rollatini (gf, veg) $52  

Friday Luncheon (#225 Strauss) 
Baked Herb Coated Statler Chicken 
Breast (gf) 

$58  

Vegan Lasagna in a Cast Iron Skillet (v) $52  
Friday Banquet (#243 – Blaine Bettinger) 

Statler Chicken Breast w/Lemon Herb 
Butter (gf) 

$58  

Stuffed Seasonal Squash w/Canadian 
Black Rice (v) 

$52  

Saturday Luncheon (#315 - McCoy) 
Statler Chicken Breast w/Mushroom 
Cream Sauce (gf) 

$58  

Haddock Baked w/Buttery Cracker 
Topping 

$58  

Saturday Banquet (#345 – Mark Thompson) 
Maple Glazed Salmon (gf) $60  
Eggplant Parmesan Rollatini (gf, veg) $52  

Total cost for your selections:  
For online registration and to pay by credit card, visit our 

website: www.NERGC.org 
 

Make check payable to “NERGC 2027” & Mail to: 

Diane Laferriere 
 42 Sherburne Ave. 

Tyngsboro, MA 01879 

Conference Workshops (Require Conference Registration) 
Please register early, as seating is limited. Price Cost 

Supercharge Your Genealogy Research Using AI 
[Thursday 8am to 10am] 

$30  

Defined by the Land: Navigating Metes & Bounds 
[Thursday 8am to 10am] 

$30  

From DNA Match to Tree: Genetic Networks 
[Friday 2:30pm to 4:30pm] 

$30  

Conference Streaming Options 
 (Remote attendance only) 

Price Cost 

Full Streaming  11 preselected sessions $170  
Thursday Only 2 preselected  sessions $  50  

Friday Only 5 preselected  sessions $125  
Saturday Only 4 preselected  sessions $100  

Syllabus                          Deadline to order is March 1,2027 
Print Copy      Pickup at registration $50  
Flash Drive     Pickup at registration $20  

mailto:accessibility@nergc.org
http://www.nergc.org/
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New England Regional Genealogical Consortium 

Members Planning This Event: 

 

American Ancestors (NEHGS) 

American-Canadian Genealogical 

Society 

American-French Genealogical 

Society 

Cape Cod Genealogical Society 

Central Massachusetts Genealogy 

Society 

Connecticut Ancestry Society 

Connecticut Society of 

Genealogists 

French-Canadian Genealogical 

Society of Connecticut 

Genealogical Society of Vermont 

Godfrey Memorial Library 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 

Greater Boston 

 

Maine Genealogical Society 

Massachusetts Genealogical 

Council 

Massachusetts Society of 

Genealogists, Inc. 

Massachusetts Society of 

Mayflower Descendants 

New England Chapter of the 

Association of Professional 

Genealogists 

New Hampshire Society of 

Genealogists 

South Shore Genealogical Society 

The Irish Ancestral Research 

Association 

 

Intrigued by what you read?  Need to connect with the Genealogical 

Community?  Can’t join us in 2027? 

Be a NERGC 2027 Sponsor or Advertiser! 
 

With our 2027 sponsorship levels, from Clams to Lighthouse, your organization can choose the level 

of visibility and engagement that best fits your goals. Go to https://nergc.org/sponsorships-2027/ 

or email sponsorship@nergc.org for more information. 

 

Contact ads@nergc.org to get information on placing an advertisement in our conference syllabus. 

The syllabus is given to each registered attendee digitally and available for them to purchase in 

printed format as well. 

https://nergc.org/sponsorships-2027/
mailto:sponsorship@nergc.org
mailto:ads@nergc.org?subject=Syllabus%20Ad%20for%20NERGC%202027

